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Dear Mr Clarke,
I would like to draw your attention to the ‘Every Family Matters’ report by the Centre for Social Justice, the M.O.J. funded ‘Relocation Report’ by Reunite and the ‘Relocation: Children’s Needs and Rights’ report by The Custody Minefield, and the arguments therein for removing Payne v Payne as a leading case law precedent in relocation applications. 
The guidance from Payne v Payne faces widespread criticism both nationally and internationally, for ranking a resident parent’s wishes above their child’s needs and rights. 
The criticism of the courts is now widespread, including calls for reform by the charity REUNITE, the Centre for Social Justice, Families Need Fathers, The Custody Minefield, The Find Savanah-Jade Campaign, Grandparents Apart, Jewish Unity for Multiple Parenting (JUMP), Grandparents as Parents, The Equal Parenting Alliance, and 58 MPs who signed Early Day Motion 373 last year.
It is of great concern to me that the courts continue to ignore widespread and authoritative research which concludes that children suffer both educationally and emotionally when deprived of paternal involvement in their day-to-day lives. This research was not available at the time of LJ Thorpe’s judgement in Payne v Payne.
It would appear the court’s current position of upholding a mother’s wishes and the basis for this is not supported by scientific evidence and would appear to be contrary to the rights and needs of the child. 
I do not believe that the courts position on leave to remove is defensible. I also believe that the slow progress towards reform brings family law into disrepute. 
I would be grateful for a reply, and your comments as to how you intend to address these matters. 
Yours sincerely, 

