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Dear Type in the MP’s name,

I am writing to you as a constituent and would kindly request that you sign your support for EDM 34 Benefits System and Shared Parenting. The EDM reads:

That this House notes that child benefit can only be paid to one parent; further notes that this unnecessarily discriminates against the other parent where parents are separated and maintain shared custody of children; further notes that this can further discriminate against one parent by preventing access to suitable housing and additional income to allow them to provide for children; further notes that this can lead to restricted access for one parent to see their children; and calls on the Government to take action to address these problems.

Universal Child Benefit should be able to be payable to both parents in the event of parental separation or divorce where children are subject to shared care arrangements. Research from the Children’s Society, Newcastle University, Oxford University’s Department of Social Policy and Social Work, and from research compiled in 2003 by the Department for Education and Skills confirms that child welfare is best maintained when children are subject to shared care arrangements following separation.

I appreciate this may not be an area with which you are familiar, but these and other authoritative academic studies are available from the following website:

www.thecustodyminefield.com/SharedCareResearch.html

Today's benefits system of only paying Child Benefit to one parent following separation results regardless of whether there is a sole or cared share arrangement is discriminatory, increases the likelihood of child poverty, which goes counter to child welfare. 

Yours sincerely,
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